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Negotiation Teams of Laos and EU Met Online

     The 3rd Video Conference between Laos and the EU took place on 11 
October 2016. The Lao delegation, led by Dr. Phouang Parisak 
Pravongviengkham, Vice-Minister of Agriculture and Forestry, comprised the 
Director Generals of Department of Forest Inspection, Department of Forestry 
and Department of Industry and Handicraft, the Deputy Director General of 
Department of Import-Export, Head of FLEGT Standing Office as well as 
representatives of Ministry of Finance (Customs), Ministry of Labor and Social 
Welfare, from Khammoune Provincial Forestry Sector, local civil society as well 
as from the wood processing industry. From the EU Ms. Emmanuelle Maire, 
Head of Unit Multilateral Environmental Cooperation, Directorate-General for 
Environment, European Commission and Mr. Leo Faber, new EU Ambassador 
to Lao PDR, attended together with the EU negotiation team.
     The Video Conference took stock of the remarkable technical progress of 
the Lao side in preparing for the Voluntary Partnership Agreement (VPA) on 
Forest Law Enforcement Governance and Trade (FLEGT). 
     “We recognise that the main problem concerns weak Forest Governance 
and how to manage the sector in a better way. One reason why there is illegal 
wood trading is because Laos does not have a sophisticated wood processing 
industry, but neighboring countries have. Therefore we would like to increase 
our processing capacities and make the most efficient use of the wood. This is 
crucial to be able to have access to markets in the EU, Japan, U.S.”, said Dr. 
Phouang Parisak Pravongviengkham.
     It was agreed to hold the first face-to-face negotiation meeting in Vientiane, 
preferably from 27 February to 3 March 2017.
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 The interviews (in Lao language) 

with Dr. Phouang Parisak 
Pravongviengkham, Mr. Sousath 
Sayakoummane, Mr. Bounmy 
Phimmasone and Mr. Souksamay 
Chanthamath, after the 2nd 
National Steering Committee 
Meeting, can be viewed on the 
Homepage of 
www.FLEGTlaos.com 

The Lao-EU FLEGT Glossary 
(Version 1.0) is now available to 
download here

Minutes of Thematic Expert Group 
Meeting on:
- Log Landing 1-3, conducted 
between 23 and 24 August 2016, 
is now available in  and Lao
English 
- Labor Obligations in Wood 
Processing, conducted on 2 
September 2016, can be 
downloaded in Lao language here
- Plantation, conducted between 8 
and 9 September 2016, is now 
available in  and  Lao English
- Village Use Forest, conducted 
between 19 and 20 September 
2016, is available in  languageLao

FLEGT Brings Transparency into the Timber Flow

     As part of the Timber Legality Assurance System (TLAS) that has to be developed for the FLEGT Voluntary 
Partnership Agreement, it is important to monitor the flow of timber along the supply chain.
     This starts with knowing for which forest areas timber harvesting permits have been approved, how much 
timber was actually felled, sold and transported. It continues with information on how much of that timber was 
processed by the local wood-processing industry in comparison to the amount of wood products that were 
exported.
     In order to tackle this task, a system of timber flow monitoring has been devised, where gathering of 
quantitative information is combined with analysis of the actual application of current laws and regulations by
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Ÿ Overall design of the FLEGT Action Plan is comprehensive and 
future-proof, but FLEGT support to producing countries should 
be delivered in a more demand-driven manner, while the 
private sector should be more involved.

Ÿ Effective implementation of the FLEGT Action Plan requires 
broader political and financial support and promotion across 
EU Member States.

Ÿ The FLEGT Action Plan continues to be fully relevant to tackle 
illegal logging. The EU, however, needs to address new 
challenges, in particular with regard to deforestation and forest 
conversion, e.g. for cash crop production.

Download a summary of the evaluation here: 
https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/swd2016275-staff-working-
document-evaluation-flegt-ap_en
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     The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), through its FLEGT programme, has provided grants to three 
new FLEGT Support Projects which have received approval from the Lao Government.
     The projects aim to empower small and medium wood processing enterprises and relevant government 
bodies in Laos to participate in governance decisions about forest resources, to improve their competitiveness, 
to tackle commodity-driven deforestation, and to improve and formalise legality processes in their supply chains. 
The projects, listed below, are aligned with the priorities of the ongoing FLEGT VPA process in Laos:
Ÿ Conservation and Community Development Association (ECCDA): “Support Legal Timber Production through 

Improved Competitiveness for Small and Medium Timber Processing Enterprises in Lao PDR”
Ÿ National University of Laos: “Building Capacity for Timber Species Identification to Strengthen the Timber 

Legality Assurance System in Lao PDR”
Ÿ Lao Furniture Association: “Private Sector Leading Better Practice for Smallholders and Small and Medium 

Enterprises Legal Compliance in the Plantation Industry of Lao PDR”.

Additional Support for Lao-EU FLEGT Process

FLEGT Brings Transparency into the Timber Flow (Cont.)

concerned government authorities. 
     In May 2016 the three pilot provinces of FLEGT started to collect
the data according to their thematic focus which is teak plantations 
in Sayabouri, timber harvested in natural production forest and 
infrastructure development areas in Khammouane, wood processing
and export in Attapeu. Observed shortcomings and gaps are being 
documented, recommendations elaborated as well as needs for 
capacity development identified.
     First findings were presented at the FLEGT National Steering 
Committee in July 2016, including the lack of awareness of 
smallholder owners about the plantation registration process in 
Sayabouri, the shortcomings in forest inventory, boundary marking 
and logging supervision in infrastructure development areas in 
Khammouane as well as the need to have a comprehensive 
input-output monitoring system for wood-processing factories in Attapeu.
     Meanwhile, more data regarding the export of wood products and confiscated timber has been collected and 
analyzed for Khammouane with customs and forest inspection authorities cooperating closely.
     Mr. Sousath Sayakoummane, Director General of Department of Forestry, said at the National Steering 
Committee meeting that the timber flow monitoring will help to “enforce the Prime Minister Order No. 15 and will 
fight deforestation, as one of the core elements of the FLEGT process is to define what legal timber is, where it 
comes from and how to monitor its movement in the supply chain process”.

Khammouane Provincial Office of Forest Inspection 
Officials check forest inventory work at the forest

     An evaluation of the EU FLEGT Action Plan has been released recently. The evaluation report concludes that 
the EU FLEGT Action Plan is a relevant and innovative response to the challenge of illegal logging. The report 
says the EU FLEGT Action Plan has been effective in terms of raising awareness of the problem of illegal 
logging at all levels, contributing to improved forest governance globally and particularly in partner producer 
countries, and has helped reduce demand for illegal timber in the EU.
     Key messages of the evaluation report include:
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