
FLEGT VPA Supports Implementation of Prime Minister Order No. 15

The National Steering Committee on Voluntary Partnership Agreement, at its 
2nd meeting on 12 July 2016, emphasized that the FLEGT VPA is a key 
mechanism to implement the new Prime Minister Order No. 15 on 
Strengthening Strictness of Timber Harvest Management and Inspection, 
Timber Transport and Business. The Prime Minister Order No. 15, issued on 13 
May 2016, strictly prohibits the export of round wood and semi-finished wood 
products.

During the National Steering Committee meeting, Mr. Sousath Sayakoummane, 
Director General of Department of Forestry, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, 
expressed that “the FLEGT process, especially with the improved timber flow 
monitoring in the pilot provinces endorsed by the Minister of MAF, will surely 
support the direction of and will enforce the Prime Minister Order No.15 and will 
fight deforestation, as one of the core elements of the FLEGT process is to 
define what legal timber is, where it comes from and how to monitor its 
movement in the supply chain process”.
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Lao Round Wood Exports to Vietnam Drop by 84%

Analysis by Forest Trends of Vietnamese customs data shows that 
exports of round wood from Lao PDR to Vietnam dropped by 84% in 
the first six months of 2016 (compared to first six months of 2015). For 
the same periods exports of sawn timber from Lao PDR to Vietnam 
went down by 62.5%.

The new Lao Government has stepped up its efforts to bring down 
illegal wood exports. Order No. 15 of the new Prime Minister strictly 
forbids any export of round wood and semi-finished timber products.
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The second meeting of the National Steering Committee on Voluntary Partnership Agreement was 
chaired by Dr. Phouangparisak Pravongviengkham (Vice-Minister of Agriculture and Forestry and 
Chief Negotiator for Lao EU-FLEGT VPA) and co-chaired by Mr. Chanhsone Sengbouttalath (Vice-
Minister of Natural Resources and Environment), Mr. Bounsavath Boupha (Vice-Minister of Justice), 
Mr. Souksamay Chanthamath (Vice-Governor of Attapeu Province), Mr. Bounmy Phimmasone 
(Vice-Governor of Khammouane Province), and Mr. Yanyong Sipaseuth (Vice-Governor of 
Sayaboury Province).
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Upcoming events
Ÿ Stakeholder workshop on COC 

decision to be held on 30-31 
August 2016 in Attapeu 
Province

Ÿ Technical Working Group 
Meeting on 27 September 
2016 in Vientiane Capital

Minutes of Technical Working 
Group meeting, conducted on 26-
27 April 2016, can be downloaded 
in and language.Lao English 

http://flegtlaos.com/events/
http://flegtlaos.com/lo/%E0%BB%81%E0%BA%AB%E0%BA%BC%E0%BB%88%E0%BA%87%E0%BA%82%E0%BB%8D%E0%BB%89%E0%BA%A1%E0%BA%B9%E0%BA%99/%E0%BB%80%E0%BA%AD%E0%BA%81%E0%BA%B0%E0%BA%AA%E0%BA%B2%E0%BA%99%E0%BA%81%E0%BA%AD%E0%BA%87%E0%BA%9B%E0%BA%B0%E0%BA%8A%E0%BA%B8%E0%BA%A1/
http://flegtlaos.com/resources/workshop-documentation/


Representatives from Government, private sector and civil society have highlighted  recent achievements
towards improved forest governance under the Lao EU-FLEGT process, during the 26th Illegal Logging Update 
and Stakeholder Consultation Meeting on 16-17 June 2016 in London, a global high profile forestry event 
addressing illegal logging and trade.

At the event the Department of Forestry highlighted: “The Forestry Legality Compendium is the foundation for the 
first draft of the Timber Legality Definition that has been developed 
and – together with the scope of the VPA – shall be discussed 
during the first FLEGT/VPA negotiation between the Government 
of Lao PDR and the European Union”. 

Ms. Vansy Senyavong, Director of Women Participating in 
Development (MHP) and a representative of local Civil Society 
Organizations in the Lao FLEGT process, stressed that “for the 
Lao EU-FLEGT process to be sustainable, the Lao CSO have the 
role to facilitate the involvement of the local communities and 
ensure that their voices and concerns will be heard and reflected 
in the timber legality definition”.

The National Steering Committee on Voluntary Partnership Agreement has approved the structure of the Timber 
Legality Definition (TLD). The TLD is envisaged to consist of nine standards. Six standards cover the different 
timber sources: 1) Production forest, 2) conversion forest, 3) plantation, 4) village use forest, 5) confiscated 
timber, and 6) imported wood. Three additional standards address cross-cutting issues: 7) wood processing 
requirements, 8) occupational safety and health, and 9) export procedures. Furthermore the National Steering 
Committee has approved the  (VPA): all export markets and the scope of the Voluntary Partnership Agreement
domestic market, the main timber sources:1) Production forest, 2) conversion forest, 3) plantation, 4) village use 
forest, and a wide product scope including charcoal because of its relevance for the livelihood of local people.

The multi-stakeholder Technical Working Group meeting, conducted on 26 July 2016, further discussed the draft 
standards for production forest, for plantation and for occupational safety and health which are being elaborated 
by the respective Thematic Expert Groups. Development of first draft standards for timber from forest 
conversion, village use forests, wood processing requirements and export procedures shall start in the coming 
months.

The  comprises 6 principles and 9 criteria. The  draft standard for production forest draft standard for plantation
includes 5 principles and 5 criteria. The  consists of 2 principles draft standard for occupational safety and health
and 4 criteria. 

National Steering Committee Approves Structure of Timber Legality Definition for 
Voluntary Partnership Agreement

Lao EU-FLEGT Process Key Topic at High-Profile Conference in UK

Dr. Liane Thykeo, Minister of Agriculture and Forestry, has 
appointed Dr. Khamfeua Sirivongs, Deputy Director of the Forest 
Technique Standard Development Division, Department of Forestry 
(DOF), as the Head of FLEGT Standing Office. 

“With Dr. Khamfeua on board the FLEGT Standing Office is now 
strengthened in its secretariat function for coordinating the VPA 
negotiations between the EU and Laos”, said Dr. Liane Thykeo.

Dr. Khamfeua, who holds a PhD from Japan in natural resource 
management, was the secretary of Mr. Vilayvanh Phomkhe, former 
Minister of Agriculture and Forestry, from 2011 to 2016.

Minister Appoints Head of FLEGT Standing Office
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