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Make the Life Easier for Smallholder Plantation Owners

   Within the Lao FLEGT process the Thematic Expert Group (TEG) on plantation is taking a two-pronged 

approach. One avenue is to analyze the legal framework for plantation timber (smallholder and industrial 

plantation) as part of defining timber legality. To this end a mission is currently ongoing in Sayaboury 

province to assess the plantation timber supply chain from harvesting to point of export.

   The second avenue is to identify and field-test improvements in the plantation timber supply chain. As a 

first issue the TEG is addressing that only 10% of smallholder teak plantations are registered, regardless of 

that this is the starting point for tracking the legal origin of timber. Currently the process of registering a 

plantation is lengthy and costly and the benefits are not fully understood by plantation owners and 

government officers. To tackle this problem the Forestry Section Sayaboury, with technical support from 

the Department of Forestry and financial support from GIZ ProFLEGT, conducted a training on plantation 

registration with a focus on applying GPS for surveying plantation areas and on designing a standard 

Plantation Registration Certificate (PRC) to replace the diversity of PRCs currently used across provinces. 

It is envisaged that the standard PRC will be used across Laos in the future.

   The TEG is set up as a multi-stakeholder forum with representation from Sayaboury province and 

national-level government, local civil society (Lao Biodiversity Association, Green Community 

Development Association), WWF, wood processors, plantation owners and from the Luang Prabang Teak 

Programme.
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Timber from plantations will be an important source of raw material 

for Lao wood processing industry in the future. Therefore plantation 

timber must be included into the FLEGT VPA.



   The “Annual Work Plan for Lao FLEGT Process” 

f o r  2 0 1 6  i s  n o w  a v a i l a b l e  o n l i n e : 

http:// f legtlaos.com/download/lao-eu-f legt-

workplan-2015-2016/. 

   The plan has been elaborated by multiple 

stakeholders involved in the Lao EU-FLEGT 

process. It identifies involvement of and lead by the 

different stakeholders as well as integrates 

assistance by the FLEGT support projects (GIZ, 

RRDPA, WWF).

   The Minister of Agriculture and Forestry has 

approved the revised Terms of References and list of 

members of the Negotiation Support and Development 

Committee (NSDC) and of the Technical Working 

Group (TWG) of the Lao FLEGT process. Both 

committees now include more government institutions 

(e.g. Foreign Trade Policy Department of Ministry of 

Industry and Commerce and Ministry of Labour and 

Social Welfare) as well as representatives from local 

civil society organisations and timber industry. 

FLEGT Committees Reflect Stronger Multi-

Stakeholder Representation

Annual Work Plan for Lao FLEGT 

Process Available

Contact:

FLEGT Standing Office

Department of Forest Inspection

Thatdam, Chanthabouly District, Vientiane Capital, Lao PDR

P. O. Box: 1295; 

Telephone: +856-21-255 264; Fax: +856-21-255 263

Email: info@flegtlaos.com www.FLEGTlaos.com 

   All finished wooden products destined for export will be exempt from the payment of special royalties according to a 

notice issued by the Ministry of Finance beginning of February.

   The aim is to reduce the number of customs procedures and comply with an ordinance issued by the Ministry of 

Industry and Commerce concerning the export of finished and semi-finished wood products.

   The intention is to encourage greater production of finished wood products for export as well as increase the value 

of wood products.

   Concerning the export of semi-finished products, customs officials will no longer issue documents or transfer notes. 

That duty will be assigned to international customs checkpoints that deal with the administration and inspection of 

exported wood products in line with the requirements of the Ministry of Industry and Commerce. 

   Customs officials at international borders in Vientiane and the provinces are advised to strictly implement this 

notice.

   The production of more finished wooden items would help to improve skills and standards of work, bring in more 

revenue and expand Laos' regional markets, particularly among ASEAN members.

   Last year the government prohibited the export of logs and ruled that wood must be processed in Laos before being 

exported. (Source: Vientiane Times Newspaper on 26 February 2016. P. 9)

Lao Government Eases Export of Finished Wood Products

Lao Representatives Showcase Innovative Tool for Improving Forest Governance at Asia-

Pacific Forestry Week

   The Government of Lao PDR, accompanied by the Lao wood processing industry, has 

highlighted its recent work on the innovative tool “Forestry Legality Compendium” for working 

towards improved forest governance in Laos, during the Asia-Pacific Forestry Week between 

22 and 26 February 2016 in the Philippines, one of the largest and most important forestry 

events in the region. 

   To see the power point presentations by the Lao Delegation, please click here: 

http://flegtlaos.com/resources/workshop-documentation/
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